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population, cannot be brushed aside easily and must be 
considered in the settlement of Far Eastern issues ; and 
that consideration undoubtedly will be embarrassed at 
times by the affirmed purpose of the people of the Pacific 
slope of this continent and those in Australia to bar 
Japanese immigration. There will be difficulties en- 
countered if and when the disarmament problem touches 
the land forces of Europe. But, in spite of all that, we 
repeat our conviction that the great forces of humanity 
that are working on the one hand for higher ideals and 
for good-will, and on the other hand for relief from the 
terrible price the world is paying for the old methods, 
will converge into a powerful, compelling, motive power 
when the conference gathers about the table in Wash- 
ington. 

There seems to be a growing belief that the confer- 
ence will inevitably expand beyond its stated function — 
that of dealing with armament and the Far Eastern 
questions. Conviction spreads that inevitably, when the 
statesmen of the great powers meet one another with the 
world pressure for peace behind them, they will be 
driven, whether they wish it or no, to action on an asso- 
ciation of nations. Frequent expressions in important 
quarters show that the thought expressed in the Advo- 
cate op Peace in the past, namely, that this conference 
will meet in a peace psychology, whereas that of Paris 
met in a war psychology, is in the minds of many men. 
The very fact that this thought is finding new lodg- 
ments illustrates the extent to which the people gener- 
ally are recovering their perspective, and are seeking 
constructive steps. 

Very fortunately there has been no sign of jealousy 
of the new conference among those attached to the 
League of Nations. The agency of the League of Na- 
tions concerned with disarmament has welcomed the 
Harding conference through expressions of its leaders. 
Others foremost in championing the work of the League 
in various countries have spoken in similar vein. It is 
a good thing that there is no self-seeking thus far, no 
small pride of opinion, among the men and women 
working along different paths but toward the same goal 
of peace. 

TESTIMONY FROM THE NEW NATIONS 

Theee is encouraging evidence of the extent of the 
demand for peaceful methods in world relations, 
in statements printed in the London Times from the 
prime ministers of three of the commonwealths in the 
world-girdling British Empire. Mr. Hughes, of Aus- 
tralia, Mr. Meighen, of Canada, and Mr. Massey, of New 
Zealand, representing different interests and primarily 
concerned with somewhat different problems, join, in 



whole-hearted approval of the move made by the Amer- 
ican President. 

To Mr. Hughes, long an advocate of renewal of the 
Anglo-Japanese pact in such form as would be agreeable 
not only to England and Japan, but to the Pacific do- 
minions of Great Britain and to this country, the Hard- 
ing disarmament .conference appears a parallel step with 
such renewal, in the path to settlement of Pacific prob^ 
lems, and insuring the peace of the world. There may be 
a difference of opinion as to the soundness of Mr. Hughes' 
emphasis of the value of the Anglo- Japanese pact, but 
the prayer voiced by him, "that everything will be done 
to insure the consummation of the world's hope," shows 
the ardor of his pursuit of the great end, whatever vari- 
ance there may appear in methods favored in approach- 
ing that end. 

And for Americans, the Canadian Premier, Mr. 
Meighen, expressed a thought that is wholly satisfactory 
when he said of Mr. Harding's proposal: "To a dis- 
tracted world it offers a new hope, a promise of relief 
from the uncertainties and apprehensions that have 
clouded the future. Nowhere will it be welcomed more 
eagerly than in Canada; for it has been the unwavering 
belief of Canadians that the issues involved in the ques- 
tion of armaments, as well as the closely connected prob- 
lems of the Pacific and the Far East, can be best settled 
by full and frank consultation among the nations chiefly 
interested — that is, by the method of free conference. 
Their belief is based on their experience of this, method 
in the New World, and they will unquestionably seek 
every means to insure that success results from this 
momentous proposal." 

Mr. Massey, while apparently somewhat pessimistic 
as to the possibility of peace for all time, voiced the be- 
lief that the whole world is wearied of strife and is look- 
ing for a long continuation of peace. He believes that 
the time is opportune for the great conference, to for- 
mulate principle and policies that will establish peace at 
least for generations. 



THE BRYCE LECTURES AID 

There is large profit, f or the intelligence of this 
country and of the entire civilized world, in the 
very notable series of addresses made by Viscount James 
Bryce before the Institute of Politics at Williams Col- 
lege. Our understanding is that these and other lec- 
tures delivered before the Institute are to be gathered 
into book form, for the careful study of those interested 
in an understanding of the international situation. 
. That is fortunate. Lord Bryce has brought to the con- 
sideration of the Versailles Treaty, for example, an 
amazing fund of information of the historical back- 



